
Rain Gardens as Community-Led
Flooding Mitigation in East Palo Alto: 

A Project in Review

 Authors: Kae Jensen, Theo Gress, Cade Cannedy,
Chase Donnell, Elizabeth Diaz-Jacobo, Alister Sharp,

Gabriel Carrada, Anthony Otonari, Vera Cordova
Mandoza, Chris Corvetti, Junko Bryant, & Brian Tatsuta

PROJECT FUNDER



Rain Gardens as Community-Led Flooding Mitigation in East Palo Alto: A Project in Review 
 
 

Authors: Theo Gress1, Kae Jensen1, Cade Cannedy1, Chase Donnell1, Elizabeth Diaz-Jacobo1, 
Alister Sharp1, Gabriel Carrada1, Violet Saena1, Anthony Otonari2, Vera Cordova Mandoza2, 

Chris Corvetti3, Junko Bryant3, Brian Tatsuta3 

Climate Resilient Communities1, Fresh Approach2, Grassroots Ecology3 

 

Abstract 

This paper provides governments, Community-Based Organizations, non-profit organizations 
and other interested parties with a shovel-ready project guideline for the implementation of 
residential rain garden and rain barrel systems as a solution to localized and communal flooding 
in frontline communities or under-resourced areas. Rain gardens are a tangible, multibenefit, 
nature-based solution that can offer short and long term benefits to communities facing flooding 
impacts. Benefits can include protection of property, reduced risk of mold development in homes 
(and related health impacts), improved water sovereignty, promotion of native landscapes and 
pollinator habitat, expanded food sovereignty, urban tree canopy expansion, improved water 
quality, and groundwater recharge and retention. Rain garden and barrel systems were installed 
in East Palo Alto as a pilot project, funded by the California State Coastal Conservancy, to 
address community concerns about flooding with the intention of building a scalable model of 
climate adaptation infrastructure. The project team’s qualitative and quantitative experience 
in this project proves community-led rain garden projects are a cost effective solution for 
flooding risks. As a solution, they warrant  investment and scale across the Bay Area and in 
any frontline community with similar priorities and vulnerabilities. This paper also seeks 
to communicate the best practices for accomplishing a scaled integration of community-led 
rain garden projects.  
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